Issue 25: Friday 11th June 2021

From the Headteacher...
Dear parents/carers,

I hope you all had a glorious weekend and enjoyed the football too! Please make the most of
these wonderful days outside with your children.
We had a busy start to the half term, where we had our termly two day visit from
Mr. Davies, our local Authority Education Improvement Partner . He was glad about staff’s
positivity and how many children were ready for a challenge. He has offered us many
pointers, with a focus on phonics and reading, and also to challenge our learners even
further. Our ongoing aim is for every children to read through the school week at home so
keep this up and remember little and often!
We now have our provisional dates for sports day next week. If it does rain we will choose
different
Monday 21st June KS 2
(PE kits, water, hat and suncream)
Tuesday 22nd June EYFS and KS1 (PE kits, water, hat and suncream)
Can your child please come to school in their PE kit for their day.
We have made this decision that sports day will take place for the children. We feel that we
need to keep risk controls in place, therefore with the new Covid-19 variant and recent rise
in cases, we will not be able to invite parents and carers into school this year. We
understand this is will be disappointing, however, at the same time we hope that you
understand our reasons for this and our aim is to keep us all safe.
Finally we congratulate Mr. Buckley on the arrival of his beautiful baby girl last week. Our
deputy headteacher, Miss Mazzei-Scaglione, will be teaching his class whilst he is taking
some time with his family in those important first few weeks. I know you will all wish him
and his family well.
Have a lovely week

Prayer from Emma and Aaima — 2J
Dear God,
Thank you for giving us the courage to tell the truth,
Sorry for sometimes not being truthful,
Please help us to always be honest,
Amen

Information
Gate Times

Classes

Arrival time

Leaving time

Where

Nursery and Reception classes
Y1D, Y12C and Y2J classes
Y3D, Y34C and Y4J classes
Y5D, Y56C and Y6J classes

8.30 am
8.30 am
8.35 am
8.40 am

2.50 pm
2.50 pm
2.55 pm
3.00 pm

Use one way
system and
collect from
classroom.

Time 4 Sport
Monday year 3-4 Time 4 Sport Session until 4pm

Tuesday Year 5- 6 session until 4pm
Pick up from the main office entrance at 4pm sharply. Please wait spaced outside along the
nursery windows, with first in line, nearest to the office.
NOTICES
Classes
Nursery and Reception classes

PE Days-Come in your PE Kit
Friday

Y1D, Y12C and Y2J classes

Y2-Tuesday Y1-Wednesday Y1/2—Thursday
All classes—Friday

Y3D, Y34C and Y4J classes

Y3/Y34-Monday Y4-Tuesday

Y5D, Y56C and Y6J classes

Y5 & Y5/6-PE/SWIM-Thursday Y6-Thursday (You will be
informed when swimming starts. Caps can be purchased from
the office £1)

If your child brings a bike to school please ensure they bring a bike lock so the bike can be
locked in the shed. Some bikes still have no lock on them. School cannot take responsibility
for loss or damage.

Children are still climbing the bank when leaving the school at home time, and in the
morning they are banging on the bike shed outside the office. Please discourage your
child from doing this as we would not want anyone to be injured.
Many thanks
When contacting school please make sure you use the correct number - 01782 238889
and not the one that appears on your screen if we contact you.

Diary Dates
Summer break— finish Wednesday 21st July 2021

School Target—96%

Attendance
Leave in Term Time

Certain leave is unauthorised in term time, however please also be aware that from
September 2021 the LA will be issuing fines if you take leave in term time. Holidays
would be classed as leave. We are currently discussing the details with our school’s
Education Welfare Officer. Our next newsletter will give more information on this.
If your child’s attendance is below 90% all absences will be unauthorised unless medical evidence is
seen. This can be a doctors appointment card, prescription or medicine bottle/box. Unauthorised
marks can effect attendance and the Education Welfare Officer can be involved, which can lead to
penalty fines.

A reminder that if your child is not in school please call 01782 238889 and leave a message, no
later than 9am. We need the name of the child, class and the reason they are absent. If you do not
inform the school you will receive a call asking for the reasons your child is not in.

If your child, or anyone in your household has covid symptoms (cough, temperature, no taste/smell)
they need to go for a test and cannot come into school until you have

received the results— we still have to be aware that the virus is still around.

Attendance Facts
School is open for 195 days per year, that leaves 170 days for leisure time.
If a child is absent from school for an average of 1 day per week, they will miss 2 years of their education from reception to year 11.
90% attendance equals half a school day missed each week.
In one school year that would mean the loss of four weeks of classes.
Across five years it equals HALF a school year missed.
Only school can authorise absence.
Unauthorised absence from school is called truancy. Parents of students whose absence is not authorised could be guilty of a criminal
offence.
Parents can be issued with a fine of up £2500 or face up to 3 months in prison for their child’s non-school attendance.
If your child is late by 5 minutes per day this could mean they miss 3 school days per year.
If your child is late by 30 minutes per day this could mean they miss 30 school days per year.
If your child arrives late for school they feel different to their friends, miss the morning routine and any work which has been set.
If you have concerns over your child’s attendance or punctuality you can talk to your child’s school or
alternatively contact the Education Welfare Service on 01782 235355.

School Attendance
School attendance is
95.2% (from

September to Friday 21st May)

Class weekly attendance
RC

93.7%

RJ

93.3%

1D

97.1%

1/2C

93.5%

2J

98.1%

3D

98.96%

3/4C

93.7%

4J

95.8%

5D

94.7%

5/6C

98.91%

6J

94.4%

Remember if your child has a sore throat, cold or headache they can still
come to school. If they are taken ill during the day you will be called to
collect them.

Clever Classrooms—Who has shown great dedication?
Nur— Mohanad
RC– Kiyara
RJ– Eli
Y1D— Kaleesi—May & Antonio
1/2C– Ellie-Mai & Mason
2J— Alesia
3D — Jayden
3/4— Lola
4J— Zachary

5D— Samma
5/6C— Jayden
6J— Peter
Brilliant Breaktimes—Who has followed our good behavior policy?
Nur— Ricardo
RC– Shaun
RJ– Lexi-Mae
1/2C— Mason & Said
3D— Tamzin
3/4C— Archie

4J— Jade
5D— Sadia
5/6C— Niah
6J— Grace
Great Greetings—Who has brought ‘joy’ to school in the mornings?
Nur— Fares
RC– Shaun
RJ— Bobby
Y1D– Faiza
1/2C– Siheli
2J— Corey
3D — Xander
3/4C— Logan
4J— Marianna
5D— Riley
5/6C— Musa
6J— Rian
Headteacher’s Award: Aaima (2J) Showing a strong commitment when saying a prayer

We had a VIP visit before half term, from Councillor Janine Bridges, Councillor Dave
Evans and our local authority strategic manager, Paul Gerrard. They enjoyed a tour
around St. John’s and engaged in discussions with our children and staff members. As
you can see below, Mr. Evans added St. John’s to his Twitter page, and Councillor Bridges
sent in a lovely comment. Mr. Gerrard also went away with lots of questions that we
asked and has swiftly sent back lots of answers. We thank him for this. It was lovely to
have visitors in school too!
Councillor Janine Bridges, Stoke-on-Trent
City Council cabinet member for education
and economy, said:
“It was wonderful to get to visit St.
John’s on Friday afternoon, to meet the
pupils and staff. After such a difficult
year of lockdowns, to see so many classes
back and learning in school with such enthusiasm was so encouraging. I heard of
some of the plans for the remainder of
the term and was impressed by the pupils’
passion for St. John’s and their interest in
the opportunities for learning across the
city. I hope everyone is able to settle back
to regular learning patterns and wish new
headteacher Mrs Bowyer, all the staff and
pupils the very best for the future.”

The St. John’s staff team took on a mini challenge
before half term for the Alice Charity. The aim
was to run 5Km. As a team we walked or ran
every Friday after school to build up our 5km (we
weren’t quite ready to do it all in one go!).
It was a great chance for the staff to talk together
in a safe way and raise money for a good cause.
We continued in the wind and rain. A very
determined staff team we have!
Between our staff and governors we managed to
raise £100 for the charity! Well done all!

The Spectacular Science of the Very
(very) Small.

Time4Sport
Our children thoroughly enjoyed the half term holiday club.
Mr Wilcox said they had a lovely day, the weather was beautiful, they had a
picnic and played plenty of games. The children’s behaviour was great!
We hope we can aim for another in the summer holidays.

Foodbank Collection
From June 14th to July 10th we will be collecting food for
the Foodbank. Please see the list below for items needed. I
know they appreciate everything we collect and it helps so
many families in our area.
ITEMS WE ARE SHORT OF





UPDATED MAY 2021
TINNED RICE PUDDING
UHT FRUIT JUICE

OUR SHOPPING LIST



















CEREAL
TINNED SOUP
TINNED TOMATO
JAR PASTA SAUCE
TINNED VEGETABLES
TINNED MEAT
TINNED FISH
RICE PUDDING
TINNED FRUIT
TINNED SPONGE PUDDING
BISCUITS
DRIED PASTA/RICE
TEA BAGS
UHT FRUIT JUICE
UHT MILK
SAVOURY TREATS
SWEET TREATS / CHOCOLATE ETC

WE'VE GOT PLENTY OF




PASTA
BAKED BEANS

Information for Parent/Carers

School Dress Code

Although early for most, some parents like to get organised in advance of the summer,
so we have included our uniform expectations below.
Our pupils are expected to look smart at all times and appropriately dressed. Our
uniform is very practical and we strongly believe that wearing the correct uniform is
part of being ready to learn and promotes the belonging to our 'family' community. It
also promotes a positive team identity and helps to prepare children for secondary
school and the world of work.
Please make sure that all uniform is named.
White school logo polo/shirt with collar
School logo Sweatshirt/Cardigan
Dark Grey Skirt/Pinafore/Trousers
Red Check Dress (Summer Term Only)
Sensible Flat Black School Shoes (No Trainers)
Plain Black, Grey or Red Tights
White school logo polo/Shirt with Collar
School logo Sweatshirt/Cardigan
Dark Grey / Black Trousers

Grey Shorts (Summer Term Only)
Sensible Flat Black School Shoes (No Trainers)
Grey Socks
Year 6 Pupils only
As our year 6 are the role models to the rest of the school, and also in preparation for
high school we have a unique uniform for them.
White school shirt
Red tie
V neck school logo knit jumper with a yellow trim/ stripe.
We expect all children to be in full uniform every day. If your child is not in uniform you
will asked to deal with it with some urgency. This rule applies to all our local feeder
schools.

Shoes

For health and safety reasons it is imperative that sensible footwear is worn by all
pupils. We require children to wear black school shoes not trainers as they are not
suitable to wear for long periods of time. It is also not acceptable to wear boots
(leather/UGG or any other boot style) inside the school building all day as it gets very
warm inside during the winter months.

Bags
Children need a red school logo book bag, and logo swimming bag. All of these can be
purchased from the school office via the ParentPay online payment system.
CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BRING ANY OTHER BAGS TO SCHOOL.
PE Kit
Children need plain black shorts or joggers in the colder months, a white t-shirt and
black pumps for indoor lessons and plain black trainers for outdoor lessons.
Also a red tracksuit hoodie for outdoor lessons. (see our suggested design further
down the newsletter)
Key Stage 2 Swimming
Swimming Trunks or a 1-piece costume
Swimming Caps must be worn (available from the school office)

Jewellery/Make-up/Nails and Hair
Children need to be free of jewellery (including necklaces, chains and earrings) but can
wear a watch (no internet access). If your children does wear earrings they must be
studs only and the child must be able to remove them themselves in order to take part
in Physical Education lessons. This is current health and safety legislation which we
must adhere to. All children must take part in Physical Education lessons, so if your
child is unable to remove their earrings you will be expected to come to the school to
remove them in time for the Physical Education lesson. Children must not wear make-up
or have their nails painted.
Hair
Natural colours only, no extreme styles which can be a distraction; streaked, cropped,
shaved head, patterned style, words, lines shaved in and no gelled hair. If you are
unsure whether a hairstyle is appropriate, please come in and ask the head teacher
before having it done. All long hair is to be tied back in school.
Small black or red accessories are permitted but no large flowers or large style
bows, simple headbands only. Children should not wear the latest fashion accessories
with their normal uniform but should save them for the school discos or weekends.
The same applies to gadgets.

Introduction of a Physical Education (PE) Hoodie
From September we are looking to introduce a new PE hoodie. As our
children are coming into school in PE kits, this would make a smart uniform
for those PE days. Additionally we hope that as the pandemic becomes
under control it will be wonderful again to get out and meet other schools
for events and to arrive at sports events wearing the suggested hoodie
representing St. John’s at our best.

We are St. John’s.
We are a team!
All our school logo uniform can be bought from Smart School Uniform in Newcastle,
we will let you know when the hoodies have arrived in stock. Our school office also
have a few items available, including our year 6 ties and jumpers (check with us for
sizes before visiting Smart School Uniform)

