Issue #18: Friday 12th February 2021

From the Headteacher...
Dear Parent/Carer,
We are pleased to welcome Mr. Groom, our new year 6 teacher. He has been working closely with Mrs MazzeiScaglione to get to know the school. It is not easy to start school part way through the year, and during lockdown,
but he has got straight in there and has worked hard to get to know his new class and also the team at St. John’s. We
all look forward to working with him and using his talents to improve outcomes for our children.
May I also take this opportunity to inform you that Reverend Chris will be stepping back as our Chair of Governors.
This is whilst he takes on some important work with his ministry within the parish and the Diocese but he will very
much be still our school Chaplain and will support the school and families where needed. We thank him for his
commitment and contribution over the years. With this, we introduce Mrs. Helen Kennedy and Councillor Jackie
Barnes who will be sharing the role as our new Co-Chairs.

You may have noticed some internet safety work taking place this week across our classes. I hope this highlights
some of the ways to keep safe when using the internet. As parents and carers, please ensure you have the correct
filters set for your children when using the internet.
Thank you to all at home for your contributions in supporting your children in live lessons and uploading the work.
Please keep up the reading and a bit of maths over half term but most importantly ensure you take some quality family
time together. Finally thoughts to our children who have adapted well and make us proud.
Have a wonderful half term and we will see our critical worker children back in the hub on Monday 22 nd February and
also remote lessons for all that day.
Best wishes,

Mrs SM Bowyer
A Prayer

Dear God,
Captain Sir Tom was a hero here on earth, please look after
him as he joins you in heaven.
Help us to stand tall as he did.
Please give us the strength, courage and perseverance
to reach our goals
Amen
A joint effort from Upper Key Stage 2 Hub

Critical Worker Hub

Critical Worker Forms
The next critical worker form will be sent out on Wednesday 24th February. Please
ensure you complete it, even if you have filled one in before. This will support us in
knowing how many children will be attending on a daily basis. If your child is
expected in school and you no longer need the place, please inform the school as
soon as possible. We ask that the forms are completed and sent in within the date
and time.
Please remember
YOU WILL ONLY BE CALLED IF YOU HAVE NOT GOT A PLACE ON FRIDAY
AROUND 1PM

Gate Times
Gates will open just before 8.30am and locked at 8.45am
At the end of the day they will reopened at 2.55pm for a 3pm pick up. They will then be locked at 3.05pm.
Time 4 Sport

Monday year 3-4 Time 4 Sport Session until 4pm
Tuesday Year 1-2 session until 4pm

Diary Dates
February Half Term:
(inclusive)
In-Service Training:

Monday 15th to Friday 19th February 2021
Thursday 1st April 2021

Safeguarding
Safeguarding is everybody’s responsibility. If you have any concerns
about a child, you can call to discuss these issues on 01782 235100.
Also, if you google www.staffsscb.org.uk you will find information
and help.
We are now part of Staffordshire Police Operation Encompass.
Please see the letter below for more information. Feel free to speak
to Mrs Bowyer (Designated Safeguarding Lead) or Miss Mazzei and
Mrs Ramsden (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead) about this
new project.

Dear Parent/Carer,
The school has been given the opportunity to take part in a project that
will run jointly between schools and Staffordshire Police.
Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to the start of the
next school day, when a child or young person has experienced any
domestic abuse.
Operation Encompass will ensure that a member of the school staff,
(Designated Safeguarding Lead) known as a Key Adult, is trained to allow
them to liaise with the police and to use the information that has been
shared, in confidence, while ensuring that the school is able to make
provision for possible difficulties experienced by children, or their
families, who have experienced a domestic abuse incident.
We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our pupils and we
believe this will be extremely beneficial for all those involved.
Yours sincerely
Mrs SM Bowyer
Headteacher

Celebrating Success at home and in school...
Nursery

We have been reading a story about Stan the Starfish

Moaz drew a picture of Stan and wrote his name.

Zahraa counted some under
water animals

This week, we have been celebrating the Chinese New Year.
Isabel and Ari Jayden were playing in the tuff tray with noodles and chop sticks.

Reception
In maths we have been busy counting to find the total. We also challenged
ourselves to write the number sentences.

Cayson

Thevinya

Another fantastic week of remote learning in Y1D!

This week we have been counting all the way to 50 , it’s been a bit tricky but we can do
it! We have learned how to celebrate Chinese New Year and even made our own
lanterns and dragons. Lots of fun was had using different parts of our bodies to make
music by clapping, stomping and tapping. We also imagined a world beyond our tunnel,
after reading ‘The Tunnel’ by Anthony Browne, then we drew it and made notes to help
us write about it.
For Safer Internet Day we read Detective Digiduck and learned not everything you
read online is true. We also found out how to check facts and who to ask for help. We
do lots of online activities, including Google Classroom, so to keep safe online we
watched the CEOP video of Lee and Kim and made posters to help us remember Sid’s
top tips.
In computing we also learned how to follow an algorithm by drawing an elephant and a
bird on Purple Mash. A busy week!
Well done to all the remote learners and all the children working hard in class too.
Enjoy half term. Miss Phelan xx

Celebrating Success at home and in school...
Year 3D
Our creative task this week was to express ourself through a
self-portrait. Our children...or budding artists, have produced these
brilliant pieces of artwork.
Well done!

Dimana
Oliver K

Mabel

Katy Y

Y3/4C
We have been enjoying our live sessions in the mornings and afternoons. Here
is a picture of all of us on one of our live lessons in the morning.

We have been working on the stories of Hansel and Gretel and Mulan this
week. We really enjoyed discussing the characters and thinking about how we
could change the plot to have an alternative ending to both of these stories.
Here is some work completed by Chelsee, Summer and Mahdev.

Year 4J

Year 4 J
Above, you can see us playing a game
of ‘public or private’ where we thought
about what information we should and
shouldn’t share on the internet.
Throughout the week, we discussed,
played games, read information and
watched videos about the importance
of staying safe on the internet.
Here is a piece of work by Oscar W.

In Y5/6C we have been working towards a piece of assessed writing. We used a
picture to inspire a story, and included the different sentence types and new
vocabulary we had been working on.

The Carpet that Rose in the
Dark
By Michael

We have also been learning about the Sikh religion and finding out about meaning
of the 5 K’s which are very important to Khalsa Sikhs.

To celebrate the life of Captain Sir Tom Moore, the children
were asked to colour a picture.

Nursery
Isabel - tried really hard with her
colouring.

Year 4J
Brooke worked extremely hard on this lovely memory.

Children’s Mental Health Day
Dress to Express
Last Friday, year 5 and 6 wore a top that made them feel happy.
We discussed the things we have to be grateful for, and all the people and things we have that
make our lives good.
They also designed clothes to reflect their personalities.

A huge well done to all of our Year 6 children who have taken part in the Year 6
Times Tables Rock Stars competition. You all did fantastic!
Prizes for you are in the post, so please keep an eye out.

World Book Day 2021
World Book Day is on Thursday 4th March 2021 – a special day where
we celebrate books and our love of reading.

To celebrate, we are going to be having a ‘PJs and Hot Choc’ event,
which children will be able to take part in no matter where they are
learning, so make sure you’ve got your comfiest pyjamas on and a hot
chocolate at the ready!
There will be lots of activities on this day based around stories,
including lots of fun reading, writing and craft activities. Each class
will enjoy stories together and share their favourite ‘bedtime
stories’.
For those learning from home, you are able to download your book
token this year and print it out. If you are one of our hub children,
you will receive a paper token, but you are welcome to use the virtual
token instead if you would like. You will find the token here:
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/
booktoken_PrimaryUK.pdf

