From the Headteacher...

Issue 27: Friday 9th July 2021

Dear parents/carers,
We have had a busy week ,but can I thank the whole community, as our parents, pupils and team, in school and out of
school, have supported the bubble closures and ensured we have kept our school open safely.
We also had a visit from our school improvement partner, Mr Mitchell, who took a brief walk around our school building.
He could see the work that teachers are making and the use of working walks within the class. He also liked our approach
towards how we are building our curriculum. He was most impressed with Miss Dabbs, our school cook, and her team at the
choice and presentation of the school meals and their support with healthy eating in school. He especially liked the
parsley on the potatoes!. Although we can laugh this represents the high expectations and attention to detail we want for
our children at St. John’s, in every decision that we make.
Due to bubble closure we have moved our transition day (bump up day) where children will meet their new September
teachers. We will send further information on this to you next week as to where your child will be. For children who need
a little extra transition this has started subtlety to build relationships with new staff members.
Now then ...I believe there is an important football match taking place on Sunday evening. Although I am Scottish, I do
see the importance in this and our co-chairs have authorised a little bit of lenience on Monday morning, so that we can
ensure our children still come to school. So if your child is a football fan and likely to be staying up after 11pm on Sunday
to watch the Final, then we understand they may need to stay in bed a little longer. Unless isolating, we ask that all
children are in school before 10.15am to begin our health and wellbeing week, which has been kindly organised by Miss
Pickerill. We would rather have children rested and in school ready to learn rather than absent all day or grumpy!
School door will open at 8.30 as normal but children will not received a late mark if they are in school by 10.15am.
It is 55 years since England reached a major football final so let them watch, talk about the importance of the National
Anthem, talk about pride and resilience and possibly disappointment. This is a learning opportunity!

Come on England!!!!!
Mrs SM Bowyer
Headteacher

Prayer from 3/4C
Dear God,
Thank you for being there for us, and for helping us to tell the truth.
We are sorry for our sins, and we will try to always be honest.
Please help us to become better at being kind.
Amen

Information
Gate Times

Classes

Arrival time

Leaving time

Where

Nursery and Reception classes
Y1D, Y12C and Y2J classes
Y3D, Y34C and Y4J classes
Y5D, Y56C and Y6J classes

8.30 am
8.30 am
8.35 am
8.40 am

2.50 pm
2.50 pm
2.55 pm
3.00 pm

Use one way
system and
collect from
classroom.

Time 4 Sport
Monday year 3-4 Time 4 Sport Session until 4pm

Tuesday Year 5- 6 session until 4pm
Pick up from the main office entrance at 4pm sharply. Please wait spaced outside along the
nursery windows, with first in line, nearest to the office.
NOTICES
Classes
Nursery and Reception classes

PE Days-Come in your PE Kit
Friday

Y1D, Y12C and Y2J classes

Y2-Tuesday Y1-Wednesday Y1/2—Thursday
All classes—Friday

Y3D, Y34C and Y4J classes

Y3/Y34-Monday Y4-Tuesday

Y5D, Y56C and Y6J classes

Y5 & Y5/6-PE/SWIM-Thursday Y6-Thursday (You will be
informed when swimming starts. Caps can be purchased from
the office £1)

If your child brings a bike to school please ensure they bring a bike lock so the bike can be
locked in the shed. Some bikes still have no lock on them. School cannot take responsibility
for loss or damage.

Children are still climbing the bank when leaving the school at home time, and in the
morning they are banging on the bike shed outside the office. Please discourage your
child from doing this as we would not want anyone to be injured.
Many thanks
When contacting school please make sure you use the correct number - 01782 238889
and not the one that appears on your screen if we contact you.

Diary Dates
Summer break— finish Wednesday 21st July 2021

School Target—96%

Attendance
Leave in Term Time

Certain leave is unauthorised in term time, however please also be aware that from
September 2021 the LA will be issuing fines if you take leave in term time. Holidays
would be classed as leave. We are currently discussing the details with our school’s
Education Welfare Officer. Please see the following page for information.
If your child’s attendance is below 90% all absences will be unauthorised unless medical evidence is
seen. This can be a doctors appointment card, prescription or medicine bottle/box. Unauthorised
marks can effect attendance and the Education Welfare Officer can be involved, which can lead to
penalty fines.

A reminder that if your child is not in school please call 01782 238889 and leave a message, no
later than 9am. We need the name of the child, class and the reason they are absent. If you do not
inform the school you will receive a call asking for the reasons your child is not in.

If your child, or anyone in your household has covid symptoms (cough, temperature, no taste/smell)
they need to go for a test and cannot come into school until you have

received the results— we still have to be aware that the virus is still around.

Attendance Facts
School is open for 195 days per year, that leaves 170 days for leisure time.
If a child is absent from school for an average of 1 day per week, they will miss 2 years of their education from reception to year 11.
90% attendance equals half a school day missed each week.
In one school year that would mean the loss of four weeks of classes.
Across five years it equals HALF a school year missed.
Only school can authorise absence.
Unauthorised absence from school is called truancy. Parents of students whose absence is not authorised could be guilty of a criminal
offence.
Parents can be issued with a fine of up £2500 or face up to 3 months in prison for their child’s non-school attendance.
If your child is late by 5 minutes per day this could mean they miss 3 school days per year.
If your child is late by 30 minutes per day this could mean they miss 30 school days per year.
If your child arrives late for school they feel different to their friends, miss the morning routine and any work which has been set.
If you have concerns over your child’s attendance or punctuality you can talk to your child’s school or
alternatively contact the Education Welfare Service on 01782 235355.

St John’s CE (A) Primary School
Wheatly Avenue

Trent Vale
Stoke-on-Trent
ST4 6SB
Tel: 01782 238889
Headteacher: Mrs SM Bowyer
29th June 2021
Dear Parent/carer
Following on from our recent newsletter in relation to attendance of school fines:
LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME WILL COMMENCE FROM THURSDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER, 2021

“What the law says
We have statutory powers under the Education Act 1996 to ensure children attend school and if we cannot
successfully engage with the family to achieve this, we may enforce the parents/carers responsibility regarding their
child’s school attendance.
The Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003 amended section 444 of the Education Act 1996 to allow parents to be issued with a
penalty where they failed to ensure their child of compulsory school age (5-16) and school registered regular attendance.
A penalty notice is initially for £60 (per parent, per child). If this £60 is not paid within 21 days from the date of issue it rises
to £120.
If, after 28 days of the date of issue the £120 is not paid we will prosecute the parents under section 444(1) of the
Education Act 1996. This will lead to a hearing in the Magistrates Court and may result in a fine of up to £1,000”.

St. John’s CE (A) Primary will unauthorise all leave of absence and will request a fine from the Local
Authority

If you have any concerns or worries about your child’s attendance we are, as ever, here to support you.

Kindest regards,

Mrs Susan M Bowyer
Headteacher

Mrs Ramsden
Home School Link Worker

School Attendance
School attendance is
95.3% (from

September to Friday 9th July )

Class weekly attendance %
RC

76.6

RJ

98.4

1D

94.4

2J

96.8

3/4C

88.3

4J

96.5

5D

98.3

5/6C

86.8

6J

93

Remember if your child has a sore throat, cold or headache they
can
still come to school. If they are taken ill during the day you will be called
to collect them.

Monday


Whole School Own clothes £1 half money to whole school
WOW day (Wednesday) half to Gingerbread centre



EYFS Teddy Bears Picnic, Bring a bear to school



Year 3, Year 3/4, Year 4, PE Day please Wear Kit



Y5 Y5/6 Y6 Outdoors day coat if raining

Tuesday


EYFS and Y1 Y1/2 Y2 Great Outdoors Day Coats Wellies
if raining



Y5 Y5/6 Y6 PE Day Wear Kit



Y2 & Y4 – wear PE kit as normal please

Wednesday


Whole school French Day—Wear School Uniform

Thursday


Whole School Music and Show Day—Wear School Uniform

Friday
EYFS and Y1 Y1/2 Y2 PE Day Wear Kit

The children and staff have had great fun learning their songs and dances for our
annual end of year production.
We are looking forward to show-day on Thursday 15th July 2021, where we will all
sit and watch our show in school with our ‘bubbles’ and some popcorn! The show will
then be ‘released’ onto Google Classroom that evening.

Thank you to parents for your help with costumes.
Please enjoy the sneak-peek below of the show-stopping tributes to come!

Welcome to smart school uniform
smart: Harvey House, Hassell Street, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 1AR
Opposite the Bus Station
Friendly, Helpful, Experienced Staff
Free parking outside store

Make an appointment: online from 30th
June 2021 @ www.smartuniform.co.uk or
email us for an
appointment

shop@smartuniform.co.uk

Why Buy Early?
- Avoid the rush

- Avoid the queues
- Avoid disappointment
- Shop at discount prices

OPENING TIMES
Monday- Saturday 9am-5pm Sunday opening: Starting from 18th July - 29th August
2021

New Starter Offer:- St John's CE (A) Primary
School Save 10% off shop & school sales
prices before 30th July

If you are having a sort out over the
summer, and you have any
unwanted board games, in good
condition, and have all the parts,
could we please have them. These
will be used for rainy day playtimes.
Many thanks.

Uniform sales
The following items are for sale direct from the school (Payment to be
made through ParentPay)
Sales are checked every morning and any items purchased will be sent to
the class.
Book bags £3.50 each
PE bags £3.50 each
* Swimming bags £3.50 each
* Swimming caps £1.00 each


(Only required when you have been notified that you child will be

having swimming lessons)

Introduction of a Physical Education (PE) Hoodie
From September we are looking to introduce a new PE hoodie. As our
children are coming into school in PE kits, this would make a smart uniform
for those PE days. Additionally we hope that as the pandemic becomes
under control it will be wonderful again to get out and meet other schools
for events and to arrive at sports events wearing the suggested hoodie
representing St. John’s at our best.

We are St. John’s.
We are a team!
All our school logo uniform can be bought from Smart School Uniform in Newcastle,
we will let you know when the hoodies have arrived in stock. Our school office also
have a few items available, including our year 6 ties and jumpers (check with us for
sizes before visiting Smart School Uniform)

We have been writing about dinosaurs this term and are very proud of our poem about a

Pterodactyl. We wrote a verse in small groups using a writing frame and then put it all together.

Activities

Penkhull Table Tennis Club

JUNIOR SESSIONS
6-7PM EVERY MONDAY
Catering for Junior’s boys & girls of all playing
standards, from 8-16 years old
CLAYTON HALL ACADEMY ST5 3DN
Find us on Facebook/Web www.penkhullttc.co.uk
Or contact chairman Rob Rhodes 07745869342 or email
rhoderz@hotmail.com

Some Sports day action shots from Y4J

