Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong
in the truth you were taught and you will overflow with thankfulness . Colossians 2:7

From the Headteacher……

Issue 11: Friday 11th March 2022

Dear parent/carers,
It has been a good start back to school with lots
to read in the newsletter this week. Walking
around school it has been great to see the work
undertaken by our families over half term. Some
of our families have made air raid shelters, and
year 2 pupils, owls to go along with their English
text; ‘The owl that was afraid of the dark.’

Dates for your diary….



Tuesday 29th March—
Recorder Festival



Easter holiday dates—
Monday 11th April to
Friday 22nd April



May Bank holiday—
Monday 2nd May



Thursday 5th May—
school closed to pupil
(TBC)



May half term—
Monday 30th May to
Friday 3rd June



Staff training Monday
6th June. School open
to pupils 7th June.



End of summer term
date

Wonderful work!
We are proud of our families for the collection
that took place last week for Ukraine. The
gentleman who we handed our collection to is a
teacher from Stoke, and is married to a Ukraine
lady. The collection was incredibly generous and
will be put to essential use immediately as it
travels across Europe. Please keep your prayers
strong for them and world peace.
It has also been fantastic to see so many parents
in school this week attending our phonics
workshop. Your daily support at home; practicing
phonics sounds, reading each night and completing
homework is proven to make a difference to your
child’s outcomes for the future. Keep up the good
work.
Best Wishes

School closes end of
day Tuesday 19th July

Mrs SM Bowyer

Headteacher
Holy and loving God,
With everything happening in Ukraine at this time, we pray for all people in that part of our world and also for
their families around the world who are worried.
We pray that they might be protected in so many ways from the events happening around them.
Merciful God, we pray that the leaders of the world might come together to find a peaceful resolution.
Amen.

Attendance
Attendance Policy Reminder
To report your child’s absence please inform us by 9am. This
can be done by phoning 01782 238889 and leave a message.
If your child is absent by registration and we have not heard
from you, we will call you. It is important that we know why
your child is not in school—if we do not hear from you, this
can become a safeguarding issue.


If your child has leave of absence a fine will be given.



An Application for Leave of Absence in Exceptional Circumstances
During Term Time form needs to be completed at least a week in
advance and handed to the office.



If your child is off for more that 3 days we need to see medical
evidence. If this is not seen absence will be unauthorised.



Attendance and punctuality is monitored very closely, and if we
notice that your child’s attendance has dropped, you will be invited
in for an attendance meeting.

School Number:
01782 238889

Covid update
We have met with our Education Welfare Officer who has given us some
guidance, which is constantly changing.
When you phone the absence line please give as much information as you
can.



Name and class of child



The reason they are off (please do not give the reason ‘not well’, we
need to know what they are off with)



If they have had or going to have a lateral flow test or PCR



Result of test



How long the child will be absent

This is the information we have received from the Education
Welfare Service
Schools should follow up with families if they are not satisfied with the reason as to why the pupil is not in school. Schools can request
supporting evidence from the family. Where the school is not satisfied with
the reason given for absence, they may record this using one of the unauthorised absence codes, in line with the school attendance guidance for
schools.

On 21 February the Prime Minister set out the next phase of the Government’s COVID19
response. COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we learn to live with, and the imperative is to
reduce the disruption to children and young people’s education.
This means that from 24 February the legal requirement to self-isolate has been removed. From
21 February we are no longer advising regular asymptomatic testing in most education settings,
and COVID-19 will be increasingly managed in line with other infectious diseases through public
health guidance.

If your child’s attendance rate is always around 90% you might think
this is pretty good! However, this actually means…




They are absent from lessons for the equivalent of a half day
every week!
That is 16 days a year or 3 weeks 1 day an academic year.
90% attendance for your child through Primary and
Secondary school means they will have missed a whole
Year off school during their education.

If your child’s attendance rate is always around 80% you might think
that this is ok! However, this actually means…




They are absent from lessons for the equivalent of one day
every week.
That is 38 days a year or 7 weeks 3 days an academic year, a
whole half term!
80% attendance for your child through Primary and
Secondary school means they will have missed two years
during their education!

High attending children are able to develop:

High levels of achievement in their work.

Better social skills.

Better friendship skills.
High attendance is particularly important:

At the start of the school year when establishing new routines.

Throughout the year when valuable teaching and group work is
taking place that cannot be repeated.

At the end the school year when making the transition from

primary school.

Parents Phonics Workshop
Firstly, a huge thank you to the parents, carers and grandparents that
came to our Phonics workshop, for Reception and Year 1, this week. We
hope that it was useful and helped to give you an insight into how we
teach Phonics at St John’s.
Below, you will find some really useful websites to support your children
at home with their phonics and reading.

Websites for Phonics games:
Phonics Play - https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
Phonic Bloom - https://www.phonicsbloom.com/
Topmarks - https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english- games/5-7
-years/letters-and-sounds

Little Wandle is the Phonics scheme that we use at St John’s, below is the link to their website, with information for parents.
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/forparents/

Thanks again,

Miss Lovatt and Miss Jackson

Year 5/6C and 6J work
In 56C and 6J we have been learning about WW2. We read a book about Harry,
a WW2 evacuee and researched the Blitz, finding out about safety precautions
taken during the bombing. We have learnt about rationing and the “Dig For
Victory” campaign, as well as changes to the roles of women during the war.
As a half term creative project, children were asked to build a “Dig For Victory”
garden model, possibly incorporating an Anderson shelter, and we have been
amazed by the results! Your children have work really hard and produced
fantastic models which have formed an exhibition in school this week for the
rest of the classes to admire with the help of Year 5 and 6 tour guides! What a
great example you have set, Year 5 and 6! Thank you.

Year 1 World Book Day

World Book Day Pictures

Seeking All Scientists!
Do you use Science in your job?
If so, St John’s needs you!
St. John’s Needs
YOU!

We are looking for parents / grandparents who use Science in a real life context and
would be willing to come in and talk with children about their work. You do not need to be
a fantastic public speaker, or a high flying scientist – we are looking for anyone who uses
any kind of science as part of what they do;

Doctors / Nurses / Opticians / Audiologists / Physiotherapists / Pharmacists
Vets / Vetinary Nurses / Bakers / Chefs / Hairdressers / Beauty Therapists
Gardeners / Engineers of all kinds
Our aim is to make our children aware of the relevance of Science (chemistry,

biology and physics) in the real world and the kinds of careers they might be able to
choose when they leave school.
If you have the experience and just 15mins to spare, please get in touch and we can
pair you up with a class – I know that our children will have lots of great questions
for you!
Thank you for your support.
Miss Chapman (Y6J / Science Lead)

Before Christmas, Year 6 took part in the judging
for the Young People’s Book Prize 2021. We were
send copies of the six shortlisted books to explore.
This year they were all new Science books designed
for primary age pupils.
We spent two afternoons reading and judging the books, scoring them
according to various criteria and writing our comments on what we liked
or disliked about them. Miss Chapman then submitted our results and
they were combined with the judging from many other schools as well as
a panel of experts.
On Tuesday 8th March we were invited to watch the awards ceremony for
this prestigious prize! It was hosted by Gabby Logan and included live
interviews with the six shortlisted authors to whom we were able to send
our questions. One of our questions was even read out live!
We were also very excited to discover that the final winner was in fact the
book which Y6J had themselves chosen -

For more information go to : https://
royalsociety.org/grants-schemesawards/book-prizes/young-peoplesbook-prize/

On Thursday 3rd March, a group of Y6 students took place in an Inter school competition, hosted by
Time 4 Sport, at St John’s Primary School. Even though the weather was wet and windy, this did not
dampen the spirits of our children who competed in both football and handball events, and everyone
left with not only a medal each but also a huge smile on their faces.
It was an enjoyable afternoon for everyone involved (even our very own “soggy” Miss Pickerill), one of
which we hope to have more of in the near future.

