Welcome...

Issue #-10: Friday 20th November, 2020.
to the eleventh edition of our St John’s CE(A) Primary
School newsletter “ The Early Bird” for this academic year.

Parents/Carers will receive our ‘Early Bird’ newsletter every Friday - so don’t forget to
check your child’s book bag!

From the Headteacher...

Thank you to all the parents that completed
our Phonics questionnaire. Following your
feedback we will be offering some Phonics training for parents in January. The training will
be virtual, and I will let you know what form it will take. Thank you again for your feedback
and I am very pleased to announce that the winner of the £50 Amazon voucher was Layla in
Y12C. Well done Layla and you must let us know what you spend it on. Well done Tommy in
Y34C, who is their anti-bullying ambassador, and he used our strategy for stopping
unkindness. He put out his hand with a flat palm and shouted: STOP!
Covid Update: As you will already know we were made aware that a staff member of
our school community has tested positive for COVID 19. Therefore, three classesNursery, Reception C and Reception J-will be self-isolating for 14 days. Siblings of
the pupils in these two classes can attend school as they are classed as contacts of
contacts. However, the child that is isolating may not enter school grounds. Classes
that are asked to isolate can access online learning via Google Classrooms. If a sibling
cannot attend school then we will provide a Home Learning Pack. We continue to work
closely with the DFE and Public Health England during this time and the safety of the
children, parents and staff are always my priority.
Therefore, I thank you again for wearing your face coverings, including the older
siblings that pick up their younger brothers and sisters. If you wish your child to wear
a face covering then please provide them with one, as we are happy to accommodate
this. Anyone that isn’t wearing one is either an asthma sufferer or has breathing
difficulties and I have checked this with them myself.

Our Chaplain’s Prayer:

God of love and hope,
you made the world and care for all
creation,
but the world feels strange right now.
The news is full of stories about
Coronavirus.
Some people are worried that they might
get ill.
Others are anxious for their family and
friends.

We pray for all our friends at our school here
in Trent Vale.
We pray for the doctors and nurses and scientists,
and all who are working to discover the right
medicines
to help those who are ill.
Thank you that even in these anxious times,
you are with us.
Help us to put our trust in you and keep us
safe.
Amen.

Celebrating Success...

Special Headteacher’s AwardIzzah Y1D, Logan Y34C and Matthew Y56C.
Time 4 Sport PE Award: Y12C Fantastic!
Brilliant Breaktimes—The staff that go outside for breaktime have chosen these children for ‘brilliant behaviour’: Gigi, Riley, Matthew, Roman, Kasie-May, Ajeesa and Lola,.
Clever Classrooms–The class teachers have chosen children who have worked really hard
in class: Aaron, Sadia, Hashim, Jessie, Aaron, Corey, Adam, Savannah-Mae and Jeffrey.
Great Greetings-We want to thank the following children for starting our days with a
smile: Grace, Aanayah, Sahej, Carson, Andrei-Darius, Kayla-May, Ianis, Nicole and Riley.
Happy Birthday to the children who had a birthday this week: Ethan, Aaron, Sophie and
Markus-Lewis.

Anti-Bullying Week
This week was anti-bullying week and our
class worship has focussed on this. We
have talked about what bullying is and the
strategies that we can use when we feel
bullied or picked on. Unfortunately, we are
finding that much of the unkindness in KS2
is often fuelled by online gaming and the
messages that are sent between gamers. I
would like to remind parents that Fortnite
is not suitable for children under the age of
12 as it carries a PEGI 12 rating. This is
due “to frequent scenes of mild violence.”
We celebrate difference at St John’s and
some children and teachers copied Ms
Pickerill and we wore odd socks.
PE DAYS:
Monday-Y1D, Y12C, Y2J, Y3D, Y6J

Dates for your diary

Inset day: Monday 2nd November
School opens: Tuesday 3rd Nov
Christmas Jumper days: Friday 1 1 th and
18th December.

Christmas Nativity (EYFS, KS1 and KS2):
Videos will be available for viewing on Google
Classrooms.
School closes: Friday1 8th Dec at 2. 00pm
Inset day: Monday 4th January
School opens: Tuesday 5th January

Attendance...

Our school aims for above 95%.

Tuesday-NURSERY, Y34C, Y4J, Y56C

(The national expectation is above 96%).

Wednesday-RECEPTION C and D, Y34C,
Y4J

Whole school attendance:

Thursday-Y6J, Y5D, Y56C
Friday-Y1D, Y12C, Y5D
SWIMMING KIT-Y5D and Y56C (We will
let you know when swimming starts, as it
has been postponed until further safety
measures are put in place. PE kits are
needed until further notice.)

We are pleased that our school
attendance is 95.1% this week.
Thank you to everybody for
supporting our school during these
challenging times.
First: Y6J 99.1%
Second: Y4J 98.6%
Third: Y34C 98.3%

