Welcome...

Issue #9: Friday 6th November, 2020.
to the ninth edition of our St John’s CE(A) Primary School
newsletter “ The Early Bird” for this academic year.

Parents/Carers will receive our ‘Early Bird’ newsletter every Friday - so don’t forget to
check your child’s book bag!

From the Headteacher...

I hope you all had an enjoyable half term,
although I know that it involved restrictions
for those living in Stoke-on-Trent. It was great to have our Y34C and Y6J classes back
with us and we thank them (and you) for persevering with Google Classrooms. Hopefully,
everyone is getting used to using Google Classrooms as we are now using it to complete our
weekly homework.. If you do experience any further problems with Google Classrooms then
send a message to the teachers either through the teachers that are outside to greet
parents in the morning and afternoon or by writing them a message in the planners.
Covid Update: We continue to ensure the safety of the children, parents and staff
are always my priority. Due to the current second ‘lockdown’ the after school Sports
Clubs will be postponed until further notice. As you know we had hoped to restart
clubs this half term and we were going to offer it to our children in Y3D (Mondays) and
for our children in Y34C and Y4J (Tuesdays). Club letters will be sent out before
clubs begin. We also thank you for wearing your face coverings, including the older
siblings that pick up their younger brothers and sisters. I would like you to continue
doing this for the rest of the term, so that we can all look forward to a safe, happy
and healthy Winter holidays. (It is too early for the C_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ word!) Anyone
that isn’t wearing one is either an asthma sufferer or has breathing difficulties and I
have checked this with them myself. Please be assured the safety of my staff, your
children and you will always remain my priority. I fully believe that it is a small price
to pay when we remember that our hospital staff have to wear their protective

The Chaplain’s Prayer
Dear God of love and hope,
you made the world and care for all creation,
but the world feels strange right now.
The news is full of stories about Coronavirus.
Some people are worried that they might get ill.
Others are anxious for their family and friends.
Be with them and help them to find peace.
We pray for all our friends at our school here
in Trent Vale.

We pray for the doctors and nurses and
scientists,
and all who are working to discover the right
medicines
to help those who are ill.
Thank you that even in these anxious times,
you are with us.
Help us to put our trust in you and keep us safe.
Amen.

Celebrating Success...

Dates for your diary

Special Headteacher’s AwardRiley Y5D, Farren Y3D, Layla Y12C and Michelle YRC.
Time 4 Sport PE Award: Y4J Superb!

Brilliant Breaktimes—The staff that sit with the children whilst they are having their
lunch either in class or in the hall have chosen to celebrate the behavior of: Vicky, Advita,
Harry, Shaun, Lexi-Mae, Arahbela, Lizzie, Adam, Rhugedeon, Leeza, Ari and Matthew.
Clever Classrooms–The class teachers have chosen children who have shown a positive
attitude to their learning: Harvey, Joshua, Mabel, Mason, Riley, Wyatt, Raja, Bobby,
Cayson, Ruby, Iyla and Alexandra.
Great Greetings-We want to thank the following children for starting our days with a
smile: Rowan, Cassidy, Kasie-May, Leo, Saviru, Mahadev, Evie, Kiyara, Sofia, Sophie, Emma
and Rian.
Happy Birthday to the children who had a birthday this week: Sophie-Mae, Logan, Fajar,
Katy, Hope, Emilie and Zainab.
Inset day: Monday 2nd November
CHILDREN IN NEED
We are always proud that the children of
St John’s think about the needs of others,
even when they may be suffering hardship,
sorrow or loss themselves. So I am very
pleased to announce that we would like
to contribute to CHILDREN IN NEED
in our small way. On Friday 13th (next
Friday) children can pay £1 on Parent Pay to wear non-uniform or
Sports wear. Every little helps!
PE DAYS:
Monday-Y1D, Y12C, Y2J, Y3D, Y6J

School opens: Tuesday 3rd Nov
School closes: Friday1 8th Dec at 2. 00pm
Christmas Nativity (EYFS): TBA
Christmas Concerts (KS1, KS2): TBA
We will let you know what we will be doing in
the next few weeks.
Inset day: Monday 4th January
School opens: Tuesday 5th January

Attendance...

Our school aims for above 95%.

Tuesday-NURSERY, Y34C, Y4J, Y56C

(The national expectation is above 96%).

Wednesday-RECEPTION C and D, Y34C,
Y4J

Whole school attendance:

Thursday-Y6J, Y5D, Y56C

Friday-Y1D, Y12C, Y5D
SWIMMING KIT-Y5D and Y56C (We will
let you know when swimming starts, as it
has been postponed until further safety
measures are put in place. PE kits are
needed until further notice.)

We are pleased that our school
attendance is 94.9% this week.
Thank you to everybody for
supporting our school during these
challenging times.
First: Y5D 97.3%
Second: Y56C 97.2%
Third: Y1D 97.1%

