Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were
taught and you will overflow with thankfulness . Colossians 2:7

From the headteacher….

Issue 10: Friday 18th February 2022

Dear parent/carer,
We are half-way through the year and it was again

Dates for your diary

wonderful to see so many parents this week during



parents evening. Your support for your children makes a
stronger education for our children at St. John’s. It
was also helpful to have so many responses to our

February half term Monday
21st to Friday 25th



Monday 28th February -Pupils
return to school



3rd March—World Book Day



10th March 8.45am —Phonics
Parent Workshop Reception
and Year 1



29th March—Recorder

parents evening questionnaire. There are a few copies
in the office if you would like to contribute to this, if
you were unable to make a face to face meeting.
We have also been working hard on one of our Ofsted
targets that relates to pupils handwriting and
presentation. We need your support to insist on the
highest standard of presentation and handwriting. It
wont happen right away, but it will come naturally in no
time at all. Please take a look at our examples across
the school, where children are trying incredibly hard to
make a different to this.
Finally we have some girls who have taken the
opportunity to make a little difference to our local
wildlife. Our Wild Life Warriors need your help! Take a
look at the article as to the items they require.
Enjoy the half term break.
Best wishes,

Festival



Easter holiday dates Monday
11th April to Friday 22nd April



May Bank holiday—Monday
2nd May



Thursday 5th May—school
closed to pupil (TBC)



May half term—Monday 30th
May to Friday 3rd June



End of summer term date

Mrs SM Bowyer

School closes end of day

Headteacher

Wednesday 20th July

Class Prayer Reception
Dear God,
Thank you for our work and our play
Sorry for not always being kind
Please forgive us.
Amen

Attendance
Attendance Policy Reminder
To report your child’s absence please inform us by 9am. This can be
done by phoning 01782 238889 and leave a message.
If your child is absent by registration and we have not heard from you,
we will call you. It is important that we know why your child is not in
school—if we do not hear, this can become a safeguarding issue


If your child has leave of absence a fine will be given.



An Application for Leave of Absence in Exceptional Circumstances During
Term Time form needs to be completed at least a week in advance and handed to the office.



If your child is off for more that 3 days we need to see medical evidence. If
this is not seen absence will be unauthorised.



Attendance and punctuality is monitored very closely, and if we notice that
your child’s attendance has dropped, you will be invited in for an attendance
meeting.

Parent/Carers Information


Please do not encourage your children to climb the bank on the way into
school, and on the way home. This is a health and safety issue and can
cause an injury. All the children have been told in assembly, so please remind them.



Please note— scooters and bike must be pushed from the top gate. Do not
ride on the school premises.

Covid update
We have met with our Education Welfare Officer who has given us
some guidance, which is constantly changing.
If your child has any covid symptoms they need to have a lateral flow
test. If positive, school needs to see the evidence. If negative they
need to be in school.
When you phone the absence line please give as much information
as you can.



Name and class of child



The reason they are off (please do not give the reason ‘not well’,
we need to know what they are off with)



If they have had or going to have a lateral flow test or PCR



Result of test



How long the child will be absent

This is the information we have received from the Education
Welfare Service
Schools should follow up with families if they are not satisfied with
the reason as to why the pupil is not in school. Schools can request
supporting evidence from the family. Where the school is not satisfied
with the reason given for absence, they may record this using one of
the unauthorised absence codes, in line with the school attendance
guidance for schools.

World Book Day
World Book Day is on Thursday 3rd March 2022. This year, it is the
25th anniversary of World Book Day and the theme is ‘You as a Reader’, which focuses on Reading for Pleasure. During the day, there will
be plenty of opportunities for the children to read and share stories
with others. The children may also be pleased to hear there may be a
return of ‘The Masked Reader’!
As part of World Book Day, the children may come to school dressed
as their favourite character from a story. We are asking that the children also bring the story with them to school so they can share it
with their class and discuss why that character is their favourite, as
well as produce some work around that story.
We would also like to gather some pictures of children Reading for
Pleasure at home in their ‘comfiest spot’ with the book they are currently reading at home. If those pictures could be sent to class teachers through Google Classroom, and they will then be shared with myself and maybe even the rest of the school!

Just a reminder that we are using letter-join to help us develop our handwriting in
school. This program also includes an app which the children are already using in school.
Why not log on and have a look over the half-term and practise your cursive writing at
home? I have included the log in details below.
In the future, I will be sharing good examples of handwriting from all years groups in the
newsletter. Keep a look out and keep practising and maybe this could be you!

Please see below our number and letter chart, which demonstrates the formation
for each letter and number that we use at St John’s.

Year 1D work
Kiyara has been trying really hard with her handwriting. She is writing using
pre-cursive letters and always writes on the line. Well done Kiyara!

Francesca has beautiful handwriting and is trying really hard to write
all the letters pre-cursive and the right way around.

Year 3D
We have been reading Fantastic Mr Fox in
our English lessons and we have really
enjoyed it!
We re-wrote the story in our own words,
we made up our own character and we
even created a wanted poster for Mr Fox.

We are trying really hard with our
handwriting and our joining in Year
3 in all lessons.

Look at our handwriting!

Year 3/4C
We have been working on our handwriting in Y3/4C, and we have continued to focus on
the story ‘Escape from Pompeii’. This piece of writing is from Aaima, and she has really
worked hard to show neatly joined handwriting and interesting sentence types in her
writing.

We wrote poems in pairs, and then presented the poems on paper to link to
tremors. This is the first draft written by Lexssi and Amani’s final draft. We enjoyed
performing these poems with actions in class.

Year 6

Year 6 have been writing WW2 evacuee stories and working hard on

improving their joined handwriting. Here are examples from Josh and
Aleina.

Wildlife Warriors
Who are the Wildlife Warriors?
The Wildlife Warriors are a group of five caring, happy Year 6’s who have a
big interest in making the world a better place for animals and plants. So
we are starting this huge project by making our school an environmentally
friendly place.

What we do.
As Wildlife Warriors, we are hoping to make St. John’s a healthier
environment for British wildlife. We have a few ideas to carry out this
task: bird feeders, plant more plants and possibly a bug hotel, which is our
current project.

What you can do.
To help, you can bring things like pine cones, hollow stems and bark for
building the bug hotel. And dry cereal or anything that you think is good
for birds and small animals to eat, like spare bread, peanut butter (birds
and squirrels love it!) and bird seed.
By Aliya, Samma, Sophie, Ellie and Lexi

