Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong
in the truth you were taught and you will overflow with thankfulness . Colossians 2:7

Issue 12: Friday 25th March 2022

From the Headteacher……
Dear parent/carer,
It is has been another busy couple of weeks, and it has
been wonderful as some of our children have been
making connections with other schools. We have played
a home football match with the Priory and during
science week, some of children video linked up with
other pupils from Milton Academy to undertake
scientific challenges.
Parents, we also need your help to support school
improvement and to ensure successful outcomes for our
children. Our governing body is strengthening but we
are still in need of one parent governor. If you would
like to know more about this then do not hesitate to
come and talk with myself or Mrs Podsiadlo, who is one
of our parent governors.
We are receiving a lot of requests for holidays at the
moment. We are unable to authorise a holiday in term
time. We do understand that some families have not
seen their families abroad due to Covid restrictions.
We are now coming out of Covid travel restrictions and
we ask that these visits are taken during school
holidays. Every day in school really does count.
The spring sun is on it’s way and we hope that you enjoy
the weekend outdoors.
Best Wishes

Mrs SM Bowyer
Headteacher

Year 1D Prayer
Dear God,
Thank you for the nice flowers and bunnies in the spring time.
Sorry, that we are sometimes not doing the right thing.
Please help us to remember at Easter time to forgive others.
Amen

Dates for your diary….


Mothers Day service in
St. John’s Church—
Sunday 27th March 10am



Tuesday 29th March—
Recorder Festival



Easter holiday dates—
Monday 11th April to
Friday 22nd April



May Bank holiday—
Monday 2nd May



Thursday 5th May—
school closed to pupil
(TBC)



May half term—Monday
30th May to Friday 3rd
June



Staff training Monday 6th
June. School open to
pupils 7th June.



End of summer term date
School closes end of
day Tuesday 19th July

Attendance
Attendance Policy Reminder
To report your child’s absence please inform us by 9am. This
can be done by phoning 01782 238889 and leave a message.
If your child is absent by registration and we have not heard
from you, we will call you. It is important that we know why
your child is not in school—if we do not hear from you, this
can become a safeguarding issue.


If your child has leave of absence a fine will be given.



An Application for Leave of Absence in Exceptional Circumstances
During Term Time form needs to be completed at least a week in
advance and handed to the office.



If your child is off for more that 3 days we need to see medical
evidence. If this is not seen absence will be unauthorised.



Attendance and punctuality is monitored very closely, and if we
notice that your child’s attendance has dropped, you will be invited
in for an attendance meeting.

School Number:
01782 238889

If your child’s attendance rate is always around 90% you might think
this is pretty good! However, this actually means…




They are absent from lessons for the equivalent of a half day
every week!
That is 16 days a year or 3 weeks 1 day an academic year.
90% attendance for your child through Primary and
Secondary school means they will have missed a whole
Year off school during their education.

If your child’s attendance rate is always around 80% you might think
that this is ok! However, this actually means…




They are absent from lessons for the equivalent of one day
every week.
That is 38 days a year or 7 weeks 3 days an academic year, a
whole half term!
80% attendance for your child through Primary and
Secondary school means they will have missed two years
during their education!

High attending children are able to develop:

High levels of achievement in their work.

Better social skills.

Better friendship skills.
High attendance is particularly important:

At the start of the school year when establishing new routines.

Throughout the year when valuable teaching and group work is
taking place that cannot be repeated.

At the end the school year when making the transition from

primary school.

Important dates & information
From Monday 28th March all classes will now finish at 3pm.
The gates will be open just before 3pm. Please continue to use
the one way system.

Church dates
Monday 28th March
KS1 (classes 1D, 1/2C, 2J) service starts at 10.30am
LKS2 (classes 3D, 3/4C, 4J) service starts at 1.30pm

Thursday 31st March
UKS2 (classes 5D, 5/6C, 6J) service starts at 2pm

Parents/carers are welcome to join the children. Please meet at
the church.

Year 1D had a super Science day on Tuesday!
We investigated whether our body parts grow as we get
older. We had to measure the hands of lots of
different children throughout the school and then we
plotted this data onto a graph. We found out that our
hands do grow, as we get older.

Science WOW Day!
Year 3 enjoyed designing and building towers on Science Day.
We used spaghetti and marshmallows to create a tower.
The challenge was to try and build a tall tower that was
sturdy and strong.

Year 3/4C

Dear Parents/Carers
We wanted to take this opportunity since our last letter sent in October 2021, to remind you that
there are a number of ways in which you can still help us tackle County Lines across Staffordshire.
County Lines is the term used to describe the activity of organised criminal gangs (OCGs) who exploit young and vulnerable people into the distribution of illegal drugs within the county. These
gangs target and manipulate young and vulnerable people into moving and storing drugs and
money, often doing so by using blackmail, intimidation and violence.
We are working with our partners as part of a County Lines operation which has two aims;
To arrest members of organised crime gangs who target young and vulnerable people

Identify young people who are at risk of criminality and to help divert them away from criminal
exploitation.
We are asking education establishments as well as parents to know what signs to look for that may
indicate someone is involved in County Lines and therefore help identify anyone who may be at risk
so they can get support.
The signs to look out for:
Repeatedly going missing from school or home and being found in other areas
Decline in school or work performance
Having money, new clothes or expensive items and they can't explain how they paid for them
Getting more texts or phone calls than usual and being secretive about who they're speaking to
Significant changes in emotional or physical well-being
Having injuries that they can’t explain how they received them
No one school in Stoke-on-Trent is more or less affected by these problems and we know that the
overwhelming majority of young people will never be affected by this issue. However, a conversation with your child about County Lines will help us collectively make a difference.
It is important that young people are aware that there is help and support available to them if
they are involved in County Lines, not just from us but at home, school and agencies who work with
young people. This information can be found on the enclosed leaflet and on our website here:
https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/countylines
Thank you for your support in this matter.
Best wishes,

Detective Superintendent Tom Chisholm
Head of Major & Organised Crime, Staffordshire Police

Cllr Abi Brown
Leader of Stoke-on-Trent City Council

St
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Trent Vale
Stoke-on-Trent
ST4 6SB
Tel: 01782 238889
Headteacher: Mrs SM Bowyer
23rd March 2022

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNORS
Dear Parent
A vacancy exists on our school’s governing body. I am writing to inform you of the election arrangements and
to invite you to stand for election. Parent Governors are appointed for a 4 year period,
irrespective of whether their children remain in school during the period.
Parents who are willing to stand as candidates for election may obtain nominations forms from the school
office. The nomination form then needs to be signed by the candidate and two other parents of children in the
school. Parents of all children currently registered in the school are entitled to stand for election or to nominate other parents. For these purposes ‘parent’ includes a step-parent, guardian or other persons having
care of the child, or having parental responsibility.
A completed nomination form must be completed to the school no later than Wednesday 6 th April (9am). It
would be helpful if the candidates would submit a brief statement about themselves (no more than 250
words). This will be distributed to all parents to help them to make their decision when voting.
As soon as possible following the closing date for nominations all parents will be sent a ballot paper giving
details of each of the candidates. Parents should indicate their preference as appropriate and return the ballot paper to the school office no later than the date shown. To comply with statutory regulations the ballot will
be conducted in secret.
All candidates will be invited to attend the count, although it will not be invalidated due to the inability to attend.
The results of the ballot will be posted on the school notice board immediately following the count.
If you would be interested in knowing more about the role of a parent governor then do not hesitate to request
to speak with myself or Mrs Anna Podsiadlo, who is currently one of our parent governors.

Yours sincerely
SM Bowyer
Headteacher

