Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were
taught and you will overflow with thankfulness . Colossians 2:7

Issue 3: Friday 8th October 2021

From the headteacher….
Dear parents and carers,
It has been another hard working week for the children and staff.
Children have been working on longer pieces of writing within English.
Many children have been applying the skills they have learnt over the
last few weeks into their writing piece.
Miss Jackson and myself also had a trip to the Little Sutton English
Hub, in Sutton Coldfield. We were privileged to gain a place to
attend the Phonics and Reading Showcase, where we observed pupils
in phonics and small group reading practice sessions. This is a
process that we are evolving in school to strengthen our phonics and
early reading. We have made this a school priority… and as always,
as our parents and carers, you will be essential within our reading
journey.
Many thanks for the harvest items that you have brought into
school. We are grateful and we appreciate Mrs Ramsden, our home
school link worker, for her time organising the links with our

Dates for your diary
Dates for parents evenings:
18th & 19th October 2021
3.10—6pm
Half Term
Friday 22nd October will be our
last day in school before half
term.
Children return to school on
Tuesday 2nd November.

Foodbank and Number 11. She is a very busy lady!

Finally, we also announced our Year 6 leaders for the school and we
were proud to see the applications that came in for the positions.
We expect great leadership from all of our year 6 pupils and we also
look forward to seeing the leadership skills grow for our head
pupil— Aliya and Sahej, and Lexi and Anurag as deputies.
Best wishes and enjoy the signs of autumn appearing.

Mrs SM Bowyer
Head Teacher

Class Prayer Yr5D
Dear Lord,
Please guide us in making the correct decisions to help us become valued members
of our local community. You have given us examples of how to behave through your
teachings, which will allow each and every one of us to make a difference.
Amen

Attendance
Attendance Policy Reminder

To report your child’s absence please inform us by 9am. This can be
done by phoning 01782 238889 and leave a message.
If your child is absent by registration and we have not heard from you,
we will call you. If contact is not made by 11.00am a member of our
safeguarding team will make a home visit.



As stated in last term newsletters, if your child has leave of absence a fine
will be given. This has now started.



An Application for Leave of Absence in Exceptional Circumstances During
Term Time form needs to be completed at least a week in advance and handed to the office.



If your child is off for more that 3 days we need to see medical evidence. If
this is not seen absence will be unauthorised.



Attendance and punctuality is monitored very closely, and if we notice that
your child’s attendance has dropped, you will be invited in for an attendance

COVID 19 Updates
What to do if…
A member of my household has tested positive – your child/ren must still attend
school.
My child has symptoms – do NOT send them to school until they have received a
negative Lateral Flow Test result. Call school to let us know.
My child has a positive Lateral Flow Test – book a PCR test to confirm the result. Keep them at home until you receive the result.
My child has a negative PCR result – send your child into school.
My child has a positive PCR result – they must isolate for 10 days; any other
siblings can come into school, unless they also have symptoms.

Information
Please ensure considerate driving when pulling out of
school and along our local roads. We want to ensure our
own families are safe and also our local residents.

We have had a few concerned parents informing us
about cars not going onto the car park when collecting
your children— this nearly resulted in a child being
knocked over. Please remember NOT to park in the drop
off zone in the afternoon, you must park on the sports
ground. We want to keep all our children, parents and
carers safe.

Ask your children about our new school rules!
Clue:3
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Families ...we need your help!
Let your roots grow down…
In the hall we have a new display evolving. It relates to our
school Bible quote:

For Christians, our roots go to the Word of God that we find in the Bible, and also
in our prayers with him. For others our roots are within other faiths. Or for some
our roots are not in a faith but firmly rooted in family. Wherever your roots are
we would love to have a photograph of your family with a little description
explaining where your roots are. We would love to hear from our families of
different faiths and non –faiths to show the great wealth of culture and roots we
have at St. John’s. If you are happy to take a picture of where or how you pray,
or how you strengthen your roots as a family, we would really like to know about
this.
Please send your pictures and descriptions into the office email, or with your
child, and we will arrange for these to be displayed on our roots display.

St. John’s CE(A) Primary School

Harvest
October 1st to October 22nd

This year we will be collecting tins of food, coffee,
sugar, toiletries and paper towels.
These will then be split between Stoke-on-Trent Foodbank and Number 11 – both are very important
charities around Stoke-on-Trent

Please Google each charity to see the work they
do in the city.
If you need any more information please feel free to speak to
Miss Mazzei or Mrs Ramsden

Important information – Attendance
NEW INFORMATION ADDED
We have settled in our new school term and we would like to
inform you of how we are moving forward in attendance and
punctuality.

Each morning the gates are closed at 8.45am. When the gates are
shut your child will enter through the office area and sign in on
our system. This means your child will have a late mark (L). If you
are late because of an appointment please bring in an appointment
card or letter. This means a medical mark can be put in.
If your child is later than 9.30am, they sign in at the office but
the mark will be put as U. This means they are late after the register has closed and this will affect their attendance, which can
result in meeting with the
Education Welfare Officer.

A leave of absence form must be completed if your child is not going to be in school due to a holiday or visiting family etc. A fine will
be issued.

We have just been given new information from the Education
Welfare Service. If your child is off because they have covid
but complete work on Google
Classroom, we can enter a mark which WILL NOT
affect their attendance. Staff will need to see the completed
work.

Harvest at St. John’s

Harvest is a time we collect food for those who don’t have a much as
others.
We are collecting for Number 11 and the local foodbank.
We are fortunate that we have food to eat and we want to help others.
Thank you to Archie, Jasmine, Sdan and Aanya for your thoughts on

Harvest.

Remember—we are collecting up to Friday 22nd October. Thank you for those
who have donated already.

Clare’s Law
Clare’s Law also known as the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme was introduced following the tragic
murder of Clare Wood in 2009. Clare was strangled and set on fire at her home by her ex-partner who had a
record of violence against women.
The scheme aims to help the potential victim to make an informed decision on whether or not to continue in
an intimate relationship or whether or not to enter into a new intimate relationship.
Applications can take up to 35 workings to be completed, if it is a family member, friend or an ex-partner of the
person at risk making the application they must be informed that they will not receive any form of disclosure
unless they are the person best placed to protect the person at risk.

The Scheme works in two ways:



Right to ask: Victims (potential and actual), third parties (parents, friends, neighbours and agencies) can all
make requests under the scheme.



Right to know: The police make a proactive decision to disclose information when they receive information
to suggest a person could be at risk of harm.

Applications can be made in the following ways:
Dialling 101 directly

Using the Staffordshire police website
Speaking to a police officer or PCSO – you should then advise them to call 101 or use the website, however if
you are in a position to do so please liaise with the control room for an incident to be commenced
Visiting a police station – The Front Counter Officer will then commence an incident on storm

On Thursday 30th October, there was a certain buzz of excitement around St John’s. A small group of children gathered
early on the new Aldi carpark as they had been selected as special guest to help open the new store. To add to their
excitement the children were joined by Olympic medalist , Anyika Onoura, who won a bronze medal as part of the
women’s 4x100 meters relay at the 2016 Olympics in Rio.
Once the new Aldi store had been opened, we were very honoured to have Anyika come into St John’s to deliver an
assembly to the school about her success and her inspirations. The children joined the assembly from their classrooms,
watching on intently.
In the hall, Aniyka faced her toughest challenge yet, our Upper Key Stage 2 classes, who had prepared some challenging
questions to keep the Olympian on her toes. It was a fantastic opportunity to have an inspirational role model visit our
school, who left both the children and some of the staff a bit star struck.
In addition to the visit of Anyika, Aldi provided each of the classes with some fresh fruit, which was shared out between
each phase group.

